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Tip 1- First tip
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Tip 1-
Do not remain silent
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when asked a question
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e Think and

 Answer even if it to say you do not know the
answer.



Do you have

to go to court?
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Tip — Demystify the court pr
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Resources

. Kingsly Kight
 Know the court process and practice. u

* One way to arm yourself with knowledge is to
consider resources.
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Improve the quality of SOCia o preeing s with SIGN IN
Communlty Ca re |nform Children in residential care
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“These articies have
supported me in enhancing
my knowledge”

- Claire Callie, enlid sexual exploftation
cooranator

How can it help you and your organisation?

Itis a key tool to help you achieve consistent quality of practice across your workforce, ensuring your
teams are making confident, legally compliant decisions. What's more, it can help you address some of
your key challenges:

= Reduce risk: ensures your workforce can make decisions that are consistently evidence based and
both intelligible and defensible.

= Save time and money: practical information based on extensive research with frontline practitioners
that's easy to digest and available when and where social workers need it.
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Secret recording by parents or service users, should | be worried?

This question was raised at a recent training event | was delivering
on Law for Social Workers. It resulted in an interesting discussion,
which | considered would benefit other social care professionals.
What is the problem? These days anyone with a smartphone can
covertly record. The recording itself may not ...

Get ahead with the legal update on the Children and Social Work
Bill

Children and Social Work Bill- Controversial or Beneficial? You decide
what this new legislation means to you. The government's new
proposed legislation is intended to overhaul social work. Read on to
see what this will mean for frontline workers, vulnerable children and
care leavers. There are mixed views as to ...

Surviving the Witness Box

Does the mere thought of attending court make you fearful or
anxious? Come and get some tips on how to become an
impressive witness. Does the thought of having to go to court feel
like an exciting prospect or does it make you feel uncomfortable,

nervous or perhaps frightened, Are your

Social Work Evidence Template Update

- = L ocal aurhority social workers preparing court statements, are vou up
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ADOPTION ADVICE BOOK CHILDREN
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES ACT FAMILY
COURT FAMILY LAW JARGON LEGAL
BRIEFING LOCAL AUTHORITY
RECORDINGS REGULATIONS SOCIAL
CARE SOCIAL WORKERS SPECIAL
GUARDIANSHIP ORDERS THE CARE ACT
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Key Changes to Family .Iustlce
(England) 4\y
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Tip
How can you reduce the
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Tip — produce robust written
evidence.
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Tip — produce robust written
evidence.

Avoid jargon o
Include relevant and significant information
Avoid being narrative and be succinct.
include analysis.



Tip - preparation
Kingsley Knigh

Lyl roning & Consioncy

* File preparation
You need to be well planned

Is your file (paper or electronic) in good order and
recordings up to date

e Personal presentation

Allow enough time to get there, get parked and go to
the loo!

You need to present as neat, tidy and professional



Tip - In court
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OW Yyou Sit
oW you speak

ow to answer your questions.



Role play
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Promising to tell the truth
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e Your duty as witness
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Giving evidence

. _ Kingsley Knigh
e A, B, C, DandE (Final Hearing) 2015 e

“Social workers slammed for lying on oath”
e Oath/Affirmation- which one are you taking?



Welcome to the
Family Court
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Final tips
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Social Workers you are experts

Sir James Munby, President
of the Family Division

“One of the problems is that in
recent years too many social
workers have come to feel
undervalued, disempowered and
de-skilled. ..... If the revised PLO
IS properly implemented one of
Its outcomes will, | hope, be to
re-position social workers as
trusted professionals playing the
central role in care proceedings
which too often of late has been
overshadowed by our
unnecessary use of and reliance
upon other experts. “



The Impressive Witness
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Questions
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Enjoy the rest
of your day.
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