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About us

• Kingsley Knight Training provides specialist 
• legal and social care training.
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Why are you here
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Tip 1- First tip 

is about silence
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Tip 1-
Do not remain silent
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when asked a question 

• Pause
• Think and 
• Answer even if it to say you do not know the 

answer. 
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Do you have 
to go to court?
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Tip  – Demystify the court process
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Resources

• Know the court process and practice. 
• One way to arm yourself with knowledge is to 

consider resources.
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Court Skills Guide 
is coming
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www.kingsleyknight.co.uk
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www.kingsleyknight.co.uk
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Key Changes to Family Justice
(England)
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Tip 
How can you reduce the 

amount of time in the
witness box
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Tip  – produce robust written 
evidence.
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Tip  – produce robust written 
evidence.

• Avoid jargon
• Include relevant and significant information
• Avoid being narrative and be succinct.
• include analysis.
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Tip - preparation
• File preparation 

You need to be well planned
Is your file (paper or electronic) in good order and 
recordings up to date

• Personal presentation

Allow enough time to get there, get parked and go to 
the loo!
You need to present as neat, tidy and professional
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Tip - In court

• How you walk
• How you sit
• How you speak
• How to answer your questions.
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Role play
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Promising to tell the truth

• Your duty as witness



Giving evidence

• A, B, C, D and E (Final Hearing) 2015
“Social workers slammed for lying on oath”

• Oath/Affirmation- which one are you taking?
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Welcome to the 
Family Court
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Final tips
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Social Workers you are experts
Sir James Munby, President 
of the Family Division

• “One of the problems is that in 
recent years too many social 
workers have come to feel 
undervalued, disempowered and 
de-skilled. …..If the revised PLO 
is properly implemented one of 
its outcomes will, I hope, be to 
re-position social workers as 
trusted professionals playing the 
central role in care proceedings 
which too often of late has been 
overshadowed by our 
unnecessary use of and reliance 
upon other experts. “



The Impressive Witness



Questions
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http://www.blingcheese.com/image/code/2/question+mark.htm


Goodbye 

Enjoy the rest 
of your day.
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